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PRESS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

MEDIA CONTACT: 
Your Name









Your Title at Name of School or Organization





Your Phone Number





Your e-mail Address
[Name of Music Store or Organization] Celebrates NAMM’s National Wanna Play Music Week May 3-7, 2010
Week of Activities Aims to Promote the Benefits of Making Music for Everyone Regardless of Age or Skill Level 
[CITY, State], May 4, 2010—[Name of Store or Organization], announced today that it will participate in the 4th annual National Wanna Play Music Week sponsored by the National Association of Music Merchants (NAMM) which celebrates the importance of music education programs in schools and promotes the benefits of playing music for people of all ages and skill levels.

According to NAMM’s latest Gallup poll research, a whopping 85 percent of people who don’t currently play a musical instrument wish that they did.  Reasons cited for not playing include: lack of time and perceived lack of talent or musical ability.

“NAMM’s Wanna Play Music Week is about giving all of those people out there who wish they could play music, new reasons and really, permission to play,” said Scott Robertson, director of marketing and communications, NAMM. “Simply put, playing music is one of the best things anyone can do with their spare time when it comes to having fun while receiving major mental, physical and spiritual benefits.”

Studies have shown that playing music positively affects the development of cognitive skills in children and teens. The activity also builds confidence, instills self-discipline, increases productivity and helps kids and teens connect socially with their peers.

Studies specifically show that playing music: 

· Develops skills needed by an innovative 21st century workforce: critical thinking, imagination, creative problem solving, effective communication and teamwork

· Keeps students engaged in school and less likely to drop out

· Improves the atmosphere for learning and is correlated with better grades and test scores in other academic areas
· Helps communities share ideas and values among cultures and generations

· Provides a sense of both individuality and belonging for teens

· Helps adolescents release or control emotions and cope with life’s more difficult situations
· Provides adults with stress relief, lower blood pressure and sharper mental skills
· Helps seniors continue to learn, socialize and remain active later in life
[“Insert a quote from store or organization representative about why it was important for your store/organization to participate in this event and what the participants learned from it.”]

Insert specific information about how the store/org will participate.  (Examples include participating in Music Monday events, hosting an open house on Music Store Appreciation Day/Friday or inviting local celebrities to the store/org for Surprising Musician Day/Thursday.

For more information about NAMM’s National Wanna Play Music Week, please visit www.wannaplaymusic.com , (insert store/organization Web site) or www.facebook.com/wannaplaybynamm.

About NAMM
NAMM is the not-for-profit association that unifies, leads and strengthens the international musical instruments and products industry. NAMM’s activities and programs are designed to promote music making to people of all ages. NAMM is comprised of approximately 9,000 Member companies. For more information about NAMM or the proven benefits of making music, interested parties can visit www.namm.org or call 800-767-NAMM (6266).
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