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NAMM
Advocacy Fly-In
Washington, D.C.




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
[NAME] of [Company or Affiliation] [and/or] [Arts Leader] Joins NAMM’s
 National Day of Advocacy in Support of Funding Music Education for All Students
[CITY, STATE] - [DATE] - On Wednesday, November 15, [NAME] of [COMPANY OR AFFILIATION] joined a delegation of 85 music and arts advocates, music industry leaders, music teachers and faculty, and business leaders to speak directly to Members of Congress and their staff in support of full funding for quality, comprehensive school music education programs for all children. The NAMM Music Education Advocacy D.C. Fly-In welcomed 85 new and returning advocates from around the country, representing 41 states, for the annual event that focused on the advancement of federal funding for music education that ultimately benefits state and local communities.
[PERSONAL QUOTE ABOUT WHY IT IS IMPORTANT TO PARTICIPATE/ADVOCATE FOR MUSIC EDUCATION] (see below if you need quote ideas).
The three-day event kicked off with a Network with the Pros event at the University of the District of Columbia where 50 music industry professionals gave career advice to high school and college music students who were also treated to tours of the John Lennon Educational Tour Bus. 
Over the course of three days, delegates received a series of briefings from national arts leaders and peer-to-peer mentoring that helped formulate the delegates’ enthusiastic and authentic pleas to state policymakers. Training sessions were presented on emerging policy issues and hot topics relevant to music education.

NAMM’s Advocacy Fly-In comes on the heels of the recent launch of The NAMM Foundation’s Careers in Music initiative in partnership with NFHS (National Federation of State High School Associations), which includes the most comprehensive resources ever offered to parents, students, teachers and career counselors who wish to learn more about the many options available for pursuing a successful career in the music and creative industries.
[ADD IN A LINE, AS APPROPRIATE, OF ANY ADDITIONAL COMPANY NEWS OR PARTICIPATION THAT EMPHASIZES SUPPORT OF MUSIC EDUCATION].
Learn more: https://www.namm.org/issues-and-advocacy/fly-in 
[INSERT NAME, PHONE, E-MAIL FOR MEDIA CONTACT HERE]
###
Need help drafting an impactful quote? Consider one of the following starter ideas that can be personalized based on your own experiences.
1) If this was your first time participating in the Fly-In, emphasize the highlights of your new experience on the Hill, and add in your thoughts of inspiration and relief regarding representatives who are willing to listen to everyday citizens who are serious about the fight to fund music education.
2) If this is a repeat trip to D.C. for you / your organization, explain why you believe it was important to make the trip again, and emphasize the change that can happen when colleagues and friends from the nation’s communities stand united to make music a priority for every school.
3) Emphasize the transformational effect and benefits of music you have witnessed from students / youths in your own community, as well as at Network With the Pros, and how those experiences continue to be a catalyst in your desire to do more. 
