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2. Paste your customized letter (below) into the text box or upload it as a file. 
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Template — Customize the Bracketed Sections
This template can be customized for band directors and educators, retailers, manufacturers, and other community members. Choose the identity paragraph that matches your role and delete the other two. Add specific numbers and details wherever you can; specific, personal impact is far more persuasive than a generic statement of opposition.
Department of Commerce
Bureau of Industry and Security
[Docket No. 260803-0182]
XRIN 0694-XC166

To the Bureau of Industry and Security, U.S. Department of Commerce:
On August 6, 2026, the Bureau of Industry and Security (BIS) published a notice (91 FR 50756; Docket BIS-2026-0331; XRIN 0694-XC166) proposing to include 14 additional derivative articles within the scope of Section 232 duties on aluminum, steel, and copper — including brass-wind musical instruments and their parts and accessories. 
We note that HTS 9205.10.0000, the code listed in the request for comments, is the Schedule B classification used for U.S. exports of brass-wind instruments and is not the applicable 10-digit HTSUS classification for U.S. imports. For imports, brass-wind instruments are classified under HTSUS 9205.10.0040 (if valued under $10) and HTSUS 9205.10.0080 (if valued over $10).  As such, we respectfully request that imports under HTSUS 9205.10.0040 (brass-wind instruments, if valued under $10) and HTSUS 9205.10.0080 (brass-wind instruments if valued over $10) not be included in these Section 232 remedies and any other actions that would increase tariffs above the most-favored nation rate. 
FOR RETAILERS AND MANUFACTURERS: I own/operate [business name], a [retailer of / manufacturer of] musical instruments in [city, state]. [Describe your business and who you serve. Explain the potential impact on your business, community, and employees. What is your economic impact on the U.S. economy/state/local community? Where possible, include specific information about increased costs, existing tariff impacts, and the number of customers, schools, or musicians you serve.]
[FOR BAND DIRECTORS AND MUSIC EDUCATORS:] I am a band director / music educator at [school or program name] in [city, state], where I teach [number] students. [Explain the potential impact of increased instrument costs on your music program. Note any awards or special commendations received by your program. Do you perform at senior centers or at other community events, such as Friday night football games, parades, other civic events, etc.?]
[FOR PARENTS, STUDENTS, AND OTHER COMMUNITY MEMBERS:] I am a [parent of a student musician / community musician / other] in [city, state. Explain potential impact of price increases due to tariffs on your family.]
Brass instruments — including trumpets, trombones, French horns, and tubas — are essential to school band and orchestra programs nationwide. [Add a specific example: how the proposed 25 percent cost increase could affect your program, business, or students, including any impact you have already experienced from existing tariffs. Real numbers are more persuasive than general statements.] 
Musical instruments do not raise the national security concerns that Section 232 is intended to address, and I urge BIS not to include brass-wind instruments, parts, and accessories in the final scope of these Section 232 duties.
Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

[Name]
[Title] [Business, school, or organization name, if applicable]
[Phone Number]
[Address]

